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Grassroots Comics Workshop

Grassroots Comics workshop was held at Tanzaniar&gdn of People with Disabilities
SHIVYAWATA, Mwanza in June-July 2009. It was fundied Abilis Foundation. There were seven
three hour comic sessions in the workshop. Theddithis workshop was to introduce the concept
of grassroots comics to the members of Tanzaniadasson of The Deaf, CHAVITA. The

grassroots comics concept was introduced firdteadieaf people, since it seems to be a good
communication tool for them. If the results of fivet workshop are encouraging, it is possible to
organise workshops for other disabled peoples’gson the future. The materials purchased for the
first workshop can be used for several workshops.

Tutor: Sanna Hukkanen

Participants:

Mohamed Abdallah
Mwinyi Kombo
Kakula Mbonwa
Seledi Majura

Edina Fidelis

Mhandi Zephania
Jonathan Livingstone
Victoria Gervas
Stephen Mayalla

CoNooORWNE

The participants 1-6 were deaf. Jonathan Livingstoanslated the workshop in sign language, but
he was also taking part in the workshop. Victorex\@as was doing her practical training for her
studies of community work at Shivyawata and joittezlworkshop to get experience in using art in
her future work. In the end six of the participamignaged to finish their comics.

Teaching materials:

1. KOMIKI — Hadithi kwa njia ya michoro(World Comicsariand)

2. Grassroots Comics — a development communicatiaiiManistry for Foreign Affairs of
Finland)

3. Comics with an Attitude... A Guide to the Use afnalcs in Development
Information(Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland

4. Training Plan for Running a Wallposter Comics Wadgs(World Comics Finland)



Workshop Programme

Day 1, Thursday June 1f 2009:

In the first day the participants and the tutorevetroduced to each other. The concept of
grassroots comics was explained to the participaisiag comic samples from other parts of
Tanzania and the world to help them get the idé&rAhort discussion on the subject we moved
forward to the first drawing exercise. The tutopkaned the measurements of human body and the
participants practiced drawing people in differpastures. They were also drawing live model (the
tutor) for 2x5 minutes.

The deaf seem to have amazing ability to concentnatirawing. They seem to get the idea of
basics of drawing faster than inexperienced peopignally do.

Day 2, Tuesday June 16 2009:

In the second day we chose a theme for the cowites. a discussion we decided on a theme:
Vikwazo vya mawasiliano kati ya wanaosikia na viZ@ommunication difficulties of the deaf in
society). The tutor introduced the concepts of fpeuessage and target group of comics and the
participants started to think of ideas for theimogomic stories. The drawing exercise of the day
was face and facial expressions. The participaste dwrawing different expressions (happy, angry,
confused...) and faces from different perspectiveshé end they were drawing each other.

The participants enjoy drawing exercises, especsiiiowing them to others was great fun. Two
participants dropped out already in the beginning.

Day 3, Thursday June 18 2009:

We started the third day by drawing different obgeand furniture in the office. The participants
were working on their story lines. After that wedalissed their scripts together.

Preparing the script seemed to be quite difficaitl avould have needed more time. Some
participants had many ideas but couldn't decidecktone to develop and how. Beginners need lots
of help in this. Participants’ comments on eacheothwork were very useful too.



Day 4, Tuesday June 23 2009:

The tutor explained the basic rules of comic, tike use of balloons, reading order, readability etc
After that the participants started sketching tieemics. Before inking the final art work the tutor
was checking the sketches. One participant maniagiaish his comic.

There was a plan to go out to draw buildings, laragses etc. this day, but it had to be canceled
because the time wasnt enough. Some participa@its aften late or absent, so we started getting
behind in the schedule.

Day 5, Thursday June 28 2009:

Some participants finished their comics but
many hadn't even started yet, so the tutor kept
on instructing them. The finished comics were
photocopied and hanged on the wall in the
hallway of Shivyawata office so that people
passing by could read them.

The feedback from the people who saw the
comics was very positive. Some people asked
for copies to take to their own offices. The
critiqgue session of the comics was scheduled
for this day, but we had to go through the
comics whenever one of them was ready.

Day 6, Tuesday June 30 2009:
We had a critique session for the first four comidse comics were also photocopied for
distribution. An exhibition with an introduction wédnanged on a notice board outside the office, in

the hallway, also down on the floor level so thebple with physical disabilities could read them.

The comics were all visually good and they hade@ngt message. The distribution had to be
postponed because the participants who were stilking on their comics wanted to be part of it.



Day 7, Thursday July 18" 2009:

The group started distributing the comics. The
comics were hanged on poles on the streets,
in restaurants, bars, hotels and local
governance offices in Kirumba. The planis to
distribute them in the city centre too, but the
distributing was surprisingly slow, especially
in places where we had to ask for permission
to hang them. After distributing the comics
we had an evaluation discussion at the office.
We were also talking about ideas and plans
for the future. The participants were filling an
evaluation form.

The distribution was delayed because we
waited for participants to finish their art
work. The tutor also was traveling in the
beginning of July. The comics were drawing
lots of attention when we distributed them.
People couldnt wait for us to hang them and
gathered around immediately to read them.
Many were also asking for copies for
themselves or for their offices. People really
like comics!



Evaluation

The participants felt that learning how to

draw can help them in the future and in their
work. They said comic is a good way of
educating people and can be used in the future
in campaigns of CHAVITA or possibly in

fund raising (commercial booklets). One
participant said that comic resembles sign
language, and is an easy way to communicate
for the deaf, but still the hearing understand it
too.

The participants were hoping that they could hadasn the workshop and bus fare for coming.
They were all living quite near, but one reason wigre were so few women in the workshop was
that they live far. They also often have childrenake care of. The workshop was organized with a
minimum budget, in the future these costs will havbe considered.

The distribution day of the comics was long andweee walking long distances. People got tired
and they were hoping that there could have bedraace to eat and get refreshments. Since the
distribution takes long time it could be done irotdays. For the deaf it's impossible to do it in
small groups, they need a sign language interptetgo with them. The participants felt that this
was really good way of getting their messageséastitiety, people passing by on the streets were
so interested in their work. There was an ideafy@ll the comics in to a small booklet that could
be given to people who ask for copies of the comiibe booklet would also be a nice memory for
the participants.

It was hard to get comments from the readers ottimeics since the deaf have problems in
communication, the hearing don’t know sign languagg/way the little feedback we got was very
positive. The participants said their comics carddvince the community to help disabled people
and to understand their challenges and problenmerpbecause people understand the language of
comic. They were also hoping that their comics daricourage people to learn sign language.

The participants were asking for certificates &king part in the workshop, which the tutor agreed
to make. They also wanted to go on with the trgjnto learn more about drawing and to produce
more comics, they felt like they still needed instrons. One participant was suggesting that there
should be comic workshops for deaf in all the ragior at least the districts of Mwanza region.



Workshop Budget:

Inking brushes were found in the office. Ink wasated by the tutor who worked as a volunteer.

Item, amount Price per piece Total
Paper, one rim 6600 6600
Pencils, 10 pieces 500 5000
Erasers, 5 pieces 500 2500
Rulers, 10 pieces 500 5000
Sharpeners 500 1000
Drawing pens, fine: 5 pieces 200 1000
gel pens: 5 pieces 2000 10000
markers: 5 pieces 300 1500
Masking tape, 2 rolls 500 1000
Brown paper, 10 sheets 80 800
Total: 33800




Explanations for the comics

. Ajira by Mhandi Zephania

The storyEmploymenshows a deaf man who graduated from universitylaoks for a
teacher’s job. He comes to an office with an apilon and his certificates. The director
in the office however doesn’t know sign language he thinks that deaf can't possibly
become teachers. The man talks about the issuelAVITA office and they decide to
take action. They campaign about deaf people’dsighd soon all the government
institutions know about this. As a result the deah gets the job he wanted.

. Mawasiliano ya Viziwi by Edina Fidelis

The storyCommunication of the Dedkals with the ignorance of the hearing. Two deaf
people are having a conversation on the streeagra$ser by interrupts them by
walking between them.

In the storyillage Meetinga deaf person goes to a village meeting but thergieople
chase him away. They think that he’s not able ke fzart in it. The community gets
education on the rights of the deaf and afterttmadeaf person is welcomed to the
meeting.

. Msichana ana virusiby Mohamed Abdallah

In the storyGirl has got the Virua deaf man sees a pretty girl and asks her to go ou
with him. In the bar the deaf man finds out that g¢iirl has got HIV and refuses to use
comdom. The man decides to escape.

. Polisi na Kiziwi by Jonathan Livingstone

The storyThe Police and the Dealeals with the communication problems the deaghav
when they have to deal with the police. In theystbe police officers decide to find a
sign language course to solve the problem. Asudtree communication between them
and the deaf becomes fluent.

. Taarifa za Runinga by Selebi Majura

In the storyTV Newghe deaf are trying to watch news but they faiinderstand
spoken language. With CHAVITA They decide to gadhe local Star-TV, that decides to
put a sign language interpreter in their news.



