
World Comics-Finland  has, in collaboration with the Finnish Comics Society ,
run workshops since 1997 together with Indian human rights activists at the
Village Community Development Society , VCDS’ Human Resources Centre in
Karasanoor, Villapuram District, Tamil Nadu.The 2001-2002 cooperation concen-
trated on  the training of future comics workshop trainers. This report covers the
activities of the trip of the World Comics-Finland team, September 2 - 14, 2002.

INDIA, workshop report, September 2002

A detail from a story on water rights by A. Valli, VCDS.
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The participants will be
workshop resource per-
sons later.

The wallposter was the
main format.

The teams chose their
themes and focuses..

The Mizoram group attended
for the first time.

We ate in the refurbished eating hall and relaxed in the
evening outside the office and sewing school building.

At Chennai airport we had
a van full of  participants
waiting for us.

In Karasanoor we were
met by old friends.

The participants came
from five states. .

Everything had to be
translated first to Tamil
then to Hindi.

Workshop procedures were
first on the agenda.

The overhead projector
was in fervent use.



A new accordion format
was introduced.

Sahayaraj demonstrated
screenprinting.

Keshav, cartoonist at the
“Hindu”, visited us.

Each participant was given the task of giving feedback on the comics. We spent many
hours doing this and it was probably the best educational experience at the workshop.

The importance of proper
feedback was underlined.

Surekha stepped in as a
multipurpose interpreter.

A great deal of the spare time was also spent drawing, drawing and drawing.

Sharad helped document
the workshop.



We remembered Francis
Teacher, who passed away
this year.

Parting from friends. A day off in
Mahapalipuram.

Planning meeting I Planning meeting II Press conference in
Pondicherry.

A Finnish folksong on
our last evening.

Dipankar talks to the
workshop participants.

WORLD COMICS - nothing less!
COMICS POWER - Always!



Workshop in T amil Nadu

World Comics Finland  has conducted comics work-
shops in Tamil Nadu since 1997 in cooperation with
the Finnish Comics Society and the Village Commu-
nity Development Society, VCDS, a  human rights
organisation based in Villapuram District, Tamil
Nadu. Since 2001, we have also had organisations
from other parts in India involved in the training.  The
emphasis in the cooperation has now shifted to the
training of  future comics workshop trainers.

The workshop at VCDS’ Karasanoor Human Re-
sources Centre September 3 - 8, 2002, focused on
workshop techniques and comics teaching methods.

Organisations:

World Comics Finland, project coordination and fi-
nancing.

Village Community Development Society (VCDS),
workshop arrangements.

Tamil Nadu Young Cartoonists Association
(TNYCA) , (a division of VCDS) local comics work-
shop activities.

Mizoram Ar ts Society, (MAS), cartoon division
which promotes the use of comics in Mizoram.

World Comics India, coordination of NGO activists
and comics enthusiasts from Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, and promotion of  campaign comics on a na-
tional level, conducting local workshops in several
states and New Delhi.

Resource persons:

World Comics Finland
Matti Hagelberg, artistic and creative training
Leif Packalén, communication and administration
training
Katja Tukiainen, teaching methods training

VCDS/TNYCA
Basheer Ahmed, artistic and creative training in the
VCDS/TNYCA local workshops, interpreting to Tamil

language in the main workshop.
D. Marimutthu, (VCDS/TNYCA) artistic and creative
training

World Comics India:
Sharad Sharma, coordination of participation, running
local workshops (Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Mizoram,
Madhya Pradesh, Delhi etc) interpreting to Hindi lan-
guage in the main workshop
Dipankar Bhattarcharya, participating in local work-
shops (Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Delhi), lecturing at the
main workshop

Basheer Ahmed, drawn by Sunder Mohan.

Lal Sangzuala, drawn by Thomas Sundi.



Workshop arrangements in Karasanoor

VCDS team, lead by Mr. S. Martine, Mrs S. Kousalya,
Mr. A. Ramesh.

Participants

Jharkhand: Ms. Lalita Bari, Sunder Mohan, Ms. Gita
Rout and Thomas Sundi.

Mizoram: Lal Sangzuala, Ms. Lalsang Puii, Ms. Julie
L. Ngente and Rosiamliana Ralte.

Madya Pradesh:  Ms. Savitri Patel, Ms. Menakshi
Sengar and Ms. Yashoda Sharma.

Karnataka: Ms. P.K. Surekha

Tamil Nadu:  A. Baskar, V. Chandramohan, G.
Chinnapparaj, John Victor Doss, L. Jayaragu, C. V. A.
Raj, Noel Peter Shedden, D. Sahayaraj,  Ms. A. Valli
and A. Xavier. Part-time: Ms. Epsi Ba Sarojini.

Workshop Programme:

Day one: The programme started with a general over-
view of what it takes to make a comics workshop. The
participants were divided into four groups. Themes
and focuses were discussed and different approaches
explained and discussed.

Day two: The giving of an assignment and how to
give feedback to the scripts. The participants made a
four-panel wallposter comics on two A4- sized sheets.

Day three:  First session on giving feedback at a
workshop. A new format: A4-accordion (8panels) was
introduced with a free theme.

Day four: Second assignment (same themes) to the
groups.

Day five: Training in giving critique to workshop par-
ticipants. Lectures by cartoonist Keshav (of the
“Hindu“) and World Comics India President Dipankar

A panel from Savitri Patel’s story on water rights. D. Marimutthu, as drawn by Basheer Ahmed.



Bhattarcharya. Evening get-together with cultural pro-
gramme by all participants.

Day six: Final critique session and feedback discus-
sion, planning for further cooperation and activities of
World Comics India.

Planning meetings and press conference

World Comics India’s Secretary General, Sharad
Sharma and the World Comics Finland team held
planning meetings in Mahapalipuram, after the work-
shop. The contents of the cooperation for the next few
years were planned as well as a wider “Comics Power
to the Public Domain“, South-South-North coopera-
tion programme.

A press conference was held in Pondicherry. Three
TV-stations, three local newspapers and three weekly

papers attended.

A TNYCA planning meeting (with Basheer Ahmed
and D. Marimutthu) was held in Chennai, prior to the
departure of the Finnish team on September 13.

Continued cooperation plans for 2003-04

The main focus during the next two years will be to
support World Comics India’s networking nationally
and internationally.

The two first panels from Lal Sangzuala’s story about the hopeless student.

The class, by MH.



WATER RIGHTS, A wife asks her husband to help with the water problem.
He goes to collect water and finds out that there is chaos where the water is
distributed by tankers. The man draws a crowd and urges people to organise
themselves to get right action to conserve water. Story and artwork by A.
Xavier (VCDS).



PLANT TREES! Environmental degradation and the loss of groundwater. Planting of trees is the only
long term solution available. Story and artwork by Ms. A. Valli of VCDS Sewing Class. This was her
first time to attend a comics workshop.



WATER FOR EVERYBODY! I  A Dalit who drinks from a water  pond reserved for the higher castes.
He is attacked and laments the injustice. Story and artwork by Sahayaraj, VCDS.



WATER FOR EVERYBODY! II Two Dalit women are refused water by a high-cast landlord. They con-
tact an NGO, which organises a demonstration and in the end the landlord is arrested by the police. Story
and artwork by Ms. A.Valli, VCDS.



EYE CARE TO SCHOOLCHILDREN A boy, who cannot see properly in school is taken for eye exami-
nation by the teacher. He gets glasses and is seated in front in the classroom. Story and artwork by Ms.
Meenakshi Sengar, Welfare Association for the Blind, M.P.



AIDS IS A DANGER! The story tells about a hospital and it’s negligence in blood transfusion. Story and
artwork by Ms. Surekha P.K, who attended a comics workshop for the first time.



Election corruption. People get fed up with electoral corruption and decide to take action against it. Story and
artwork by Thomas Sundi, Johar.



BLACK MARKET SALES. The government subsidises the sales of basic consumer items in the villages. The
shopkeepers, however, abuse the system and sell items clandestinely and claim to the consumers that everything
is finished. An NGO takes action and the shopkeeper opens up his shop rather than to go to jail. Story and
artwork by Thomas Sundi, Johar.



DOMESTIC HARMONY.  How to involve police  in action against domestic violence. Story and artwork by
Sunder Mohan, Johar.



MALARIA PREVENTION. How to protect oneself from malaria (use a net and in case of an attack, use
proper medicines). Malaria is widespread in the rice-growing areas in Jharkhand. Story and artwork by Ms.
Gita Rout, Omon Mahila Sangatan.



GIVING EXCESS? - a story on parental responsibility. Story and artwork by Rosiamliana Ralte, Mizoram
Artist’s Society.



More books for children is the subject of this story by Ms. Julie L. Ngente, Mizoram Artists’ Society.



A new eight-page accordion format was introduced in the workshop. This story is about how environ-
mental degradation drives wild animals (elephants) into agricultural lands.  The story ends with the
villagers deciding to plant more trees.  Story and artwork by Ms. Gita Rout (Jharkhand),

World Comics-Finland was founded by comics artists and aid activists in 1997. It has members and affiliates in
a worldwide network. The main common interests are:

- local comics as a mirror of culture
- local comics as an information tool in development and human right s work
- comics as a medium for self-expression in small and alternative group s (e.g. immigrants)

World Comics arranges lectures, exhibitions, courses and comics workshops in Finland and abroad. Currently
we have cooperation with organisations in Tanzania, Mozambique, Kenya, Morocco and India. We have also
invited comics artists from Tanzania, Ghana, Nigeria, Cuba and India to Finland and presented their work
here.  In our workshops we have also taught NGO-activists how to make limited-edition, low-cost comics with
copying machines.

World Comics-Finland
(Maailman sarjakuvat - Världens serier ry.)
Vanamontie 4 E 156
01350, Vantaa, Finland
e-mail  leif.packalen at worldcomics.fi
website: www .worldcomics.fi
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